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UNIVERSITY OF CAPE TOWN

POINTS WHICH MAY BE OF INTEREST TO PhD CANDIDATES

WHO HAVE ADVISED OF INTENTION TO SUBMIT A THESIS FOR EXAMINATION

Thesis binding and presentation:

There is no rule requiring theses to be printed on A4 size paper; candidates may present their work in a smaller format if they wish.

The attached letter advises that temporary (and not hard cover) binding is required for theses to be sent to examiners. Please note that plastic ring or ‘stud’ binding is not acceptable and copies should be bound with a glued spine.

Examiners have also commented on theses bound with an adhesive-type "spine" and board covers but without thesis title or candidate's name on the front cover, and suggested that it would be useful if the title and name had appeared there.

Regarding presentation, the Doctoral Degrees Board requires the following:

1.
The contents must be printed in either one and a half or double spacing; (printing on both sides of the pages is recommended since it makes the thesis less bulky and easier to post)

2.
Please note that there is an upper limit of 80 000 words on the main text of your thesis. Any request to exceed this limit must be discussed with the supervisor and final approval must be obtained from the Dean. 

3.
There must be a title page on which should appear the thesis title, name of candidate (plus qualifications if you wish), name of department, university and the month and year of submission.

The following is the recommended wording used after the thesis title and name of candidate:

Thesis Presented for the Degree of

DOCTOR OF PHILOSOPHY

in the Department of ...

UNIVERSITY OF CAPE TOWN

Month and Year

However, the exact layout of the front page is entirely up to the candidate. You may, for example, wish to mention your Faculty.

4.
There must be an abstract, the length of which is normally 1 page.

Submission of thesis:


When the thesis is either brought to the DDB office in the Student Administration Building, Level 5, Room 5.04, Middle Campus or posted, please remember to include the "declaration" form which is part of the package forwarded to you when you notified us of your intention to submit.


Apart from the three temporarily bound copies for the examiners, one unbound library copy and one cd, you must let your supervisor/s have a copy of the thesis, and it is suggested that this be temporarily bound.

There is no examination fee.

Library copies:

It is important that the one unbound library copy and one cd be lodged with the DDB office at the same time as the bound copies of the thesis are submitted for examination. The candidate’s Committee of Assessors sometimes requires them.

In the event that corrections are required, these have to be incorporated into the thesis - errata slips and addenda are not acceptable

If you have any further queries regarding DDB procedures, please do not hesitate to contact the Doctoral Degrees Board Office.

Janine Isaacs
Doctoral Degrees Board

Student Administration Building, Level 5, Room 5.04, Middle Campus

Telephone:  (021) 650-2202
Email:  Janine.Isaacs@uct.ac.za
