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International Academic Programmes Office
3 & 4 Lovers Walk (  Middle Campus

University of Cape Town ( Rondebosch 7701 ( South Africa

Tel: (+27 21) 650 2822 or  650 3740; Fax: (+27 21) 650 5667

18 November 2008

To:
 All Students Intending to Study as Semester Study Abroad or Exchange Students at the University of Cape Town in 2009

Matriculation Exemption as a Requirement to study at UCT

Please read the attached letter from Dr Karen Van Heerden, Deputy Registrar, in conjunction with this notice.

With immediate effect, all students registering at UCT must qualify for matriculation exemption.  This is a national statutory requirement.  Our office will handle the costs and administration involved in making such applications to the Matric Board on behalf of our SSA / Exchange students.  All students accepted to study at UCT through our office will be eligible for Matric exemption, and  it is imperative that the administrative processes are completed.

There are two routes to access the exemption:

Preferred route:
Students agree to take a voluntary placement test on arrival at UCT.  This test will take place during the orientation period.  On the basis of the test results, we will be able to apply for the students’ exemptions.  There is no fee to take the test, no preparation is required. 

Alternative route:

Students could choose to provide either an original or a certified copy of their high school certificates / diplomas on arrival at UCT.  Should the student choose to bring a copy, it should be certified correct by the Registrar of a South African public university or by a South African Embassy, Consulate, High Commission or Trade Mission or Public Notary in a foreign country.  Sworn translations into English must accompany documents originally issued in another language.  Unfortunately, copies certified by international universities or other institutions cannot be accepted.

We are aware that this issue has caused confusion and concern in the past, and there has been conflicting information sent out in this regard.  However, it is now certain that the exemptions MUST be obtained.   The simplest route to doing so is to take the test on arrival, and we would urge you to agree to use this preferred route.

Please reply to your Study Abroad Administrator to acknowledge that you have read and understood the contents of this letter, and indicate whether you will choose the preferred or alternative route.

Yours sincerely
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Ms LD Hoffenberg
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