FACULTY OF COMMERCE

Introduction

The Faculty of Commerce offers two sought-after degrees: a four-year Bachelor of Business Science, and a three-year Bachelor of Commerce.  Both degrees are divided into a variety of programmes to cater for both the interests of our students and the employment needs of the country.  The Academic Development programmes (for both the BCom and the BBusSc) are specifically designed to provide redress for historically disadvantaged students.

Applicants are encouraged to write the NBT AQL at the earliest opportunity.  The result in this test may lead to an early offer, and may strengthen an applicant’s eligibility for the award of a scholarship subject to meeting the minimum subject requirements (described below) in the final examination.

The selection instruments which are used in the Commerce admissions process are as follows:

· academic results (usually school-leaving) – specifically the actual percentages obtained;

· performance in National Benchmark Tests;

· performance (usually in the school-leaving examination) in Mathematics and English

Scores achieved by applicants are calculated as follows:

· Senior Certificate (SC)


By doubling the score for Mathematics and English achieved in the Senior Certificate and adding the next best four scores.

· National Senior Certificate (NSC)


By adding the score for NSC Mathematics and NSC English, and the next best four subjects, excluding Life Orientation.

Criteria for Admission to Regular and Academic Development Programmes

The following are guidelines only and do not guarantee admission.  Places are limited by capacity.

Regular Programmes

An applicant who is made an offer of admission to a specified regular programme is entitled to register for ANY regular programme in the Faculty for which s/he meets the entrance criteria.  Thus, if we have made an applicant an offer for a BCom Accounting and his/her final NSC results meet the entrance criteria for BBusSc Finance, s/he will be entitled to register for the BBusSc Finance should s/he desire to do so.

Academic Development Programmes *

South African Black, Chinese, Coloured or Indian applicants may apply for admission to the Academic Development (AD) programmes.  We may also offer places on AD programmes to equity candidates not meeting the admission requirements for regular programmes, but whose NBT results indicate potential.

 (1) Admission Criteria for Applicants holding the Senior Certificate (SC)

(i) Admission to regular programmes

	Programme
	Minimum APS requirements for all applicants
	Minimum Subject

Requirements for SC applicants

	BCom Accounting

BCom Information Systems

BCom Economics – Philosophy Politics and Economics

BCom Financial Accounting & Law

BCom Economics & Law

BCom Management studies
	49
	Maths D(HG)/ B(SG)**



	BCom Economics & Finance

BCom Economics & Statistics
	49
	Maths D (HG) 

	BBusSc Management Studies
	52
	Maths D (HG) 

	BBusSc Actuarial Science/Quantitative Finance


	56
	Maths A (HG) 

English First Language C (HG) 

	BCom Actuarial Science/Quantitative Finance
	56
	Maths A (HG) 

English First Language C (HG)


(ii) Admission to academic development programmes

All programmes other than Actuarial Science

	Minimum Subject Requirements

	· Maths (HG) D OR  Maths (SG) B **

· English First Language (HG) E or English Second Language (HG) C


Actuarial Science

	· Maths (HG) A

· English First Language (HG) D English Second Language (HG) C



** In exceptional circumstances SG Mathematics may be considered subject to a pass with a B or above.  It is recorded that in the past, the only exceptional circumstance that would qualify for this consideration would be where an applicant into the programme attended a school which did not offer HG Mathematics as an option.

(2) Admission Criteria for Applicants holding the National Senior Certificate (NSC)

	
	Minimum requirements to be eligible for admission in 2012
	Probable/likely offer level (this will be determined by the size and the strength of the applicant pool).  

	BCom (Accounting)
Bcom (Information Systems)
Bcom (Philosophy Politics& Economics)
Bcom (Accounting and Law)
Bcom (Economics and Law)

Bcom (Economics and Finance)
Bcom (Economics and Statistics)

Bcom (Management Studies)


	NSC

English HL 4 (50%)

English FAL 5 (60%)

Maths 5 (60%)

APS of 390 (65% average)

All 3 components of the NBT must be written AL & QL and Maths

AL & QL score of Intermediate
	*Redress categories

APS of 420 (70% average)

Maths 6 (70%)

NBT:AL & QL score of Intermediate

	
	
	Open/International category

APS of 432(72% average)

Maths 6 (70%)

NBT:AL & QL scores of Proficient/ Intermediate

	BBusSc 

Management Studies programmes
	NSC

English HL 4 (50%)

English FAL 5 (60%)

Maths 5 (60%)

APS of 402 (67% average)

All 3 components of the NBT must be written AL & QL and Maths

AL & QL score of Intermediate
	*Redress categories

APS of 438 (73% average)

Maths 6 (70%)

NBT:AL & QL score of Intermediate

	
	
	Open/International category

APS of 450 (75% average)

Maths 7 (80%)

NBT:AL & QL score of Proficient/ Intermediate

	BBusSc 

Computer Science 

programme
	NSC

English HL 4 (50%)

English FAL 5 (60%)

Maths 6 (70%)

APS of 402 (67% average)

All 3 components of the NBT must be written AL & QL and Maths

AL & QL score of Intermediate
	*Redress categories

APS of 438(73% average)

Maths 6 (70%)

NBT:AL & QL score of Intermediate

	
	
	Open/International category

APS of 450 (75% average)

Maths 7 (80%)

NBT:AL & QL score of Proficient/ Intermediate

	BBusSc and BCom

Actuarial Science

Quantitative Finance programme
	NSC

English HL 5 (60%)

Maths 7 (80%)

APS of 450 (75% average)

All 3 components of the NBT must be written AL & QL and Maths

AL & QL score of Intermediate 
	*Redress categories

APS of 468 (78% average)

Maths 7 (80%)

NBT:AL & QL score of Intermediate

	
	
	Open/International category

APS of 480 (80% average)

Maths 7 (85%)

NBT:AL & QL score of Proficient

	
	
	

	**Extended /Augmented programmes
	Minimum requirements to be eligible for admission in 2012
	Probable/likely offer level (this will be determined by the size and the strength of the applicant pool).  

	BCom Programmes in: Accounting/PPE/Information Systems/Economics & Law/ Management Studies/ Economics &Finance/ Economics &Stats.
	NSC

English HL 4 (50%)

English FAL 5 (60%)

Maths 5 (60%)

APS of 372 (62% average)

All 3 components of the NBT must be written AL & QL and Maths
	*Redress categories

APS of 408 (68% average)

Maths 5 (68%)



	BBusSc 

Management Studies programmes
	NSC

English HL 4 (50%)

English FAL 5 (60%)

Maths 5 (60%)

APS of 390 (65% average)

All 3 components of the NBT must be written AL & QL and Maths
	*Redress categories

APS of 414 (71% average)

Maths 5 (69%)



	BBusSc 

Computer Science 

programme
	NSC

English HL 4 (50%)

English FAL 5 (60%)

Maths 6 (70%)

APS of 390(65% average)

All 3 components of the NBT must be written AL & QL and Maths
	*Redress categories

APS of 414 (71% average)

Maths 6 (70%)

	BBusSc and BCom

Actuarial Science

Quantitative Finance programmes


	NSC

English HL 4 (50%)

English FAL 5 (60%)

Maths 7(80%)

APS of 438 (73% average)

All 3 components of the NBT must be written AL & QL and Maths

NB:AL & QL score of Intermediate 
	*Redress categories

APS of 450 (75% average)

Maths 7 (80%)

NBT:AL & QL score of Intermediate


*  If you are in a category we judge to have been affected by inequality and disadvantage, you could expect to be offered a place with results/APS as listed.

** South African applicants and permanent residents from redress categories (black, Chinese, Coloured, Indian) may apply for admission into the Academic Development (AD) programmes.

(3) 
Admission Criteria for Applicants with International School-Leaving Certificates 

Calculation of Points

The following information is a guideline for applicants who have successfully completed international school-leaving qualifications and wish to study further at UCT.  To be considered for admission, applicants must qualify for matriculation exemption from the Matriculation Board and meet certain minimum Faculty entry requirements.  Please note that the subjects and points scores where specified below are the minimum entrance requirements and do not guarantee admission.  Each applicant will be assessed individually.

(i) O level, AS level and A level applicants

Combine at least three A-level/AS-level subjects with the best relevant O-level subjects to have a total of 6 subjects.  Double your points for Mathematics and English.  Each subject can only be counted once at a A level/AS-level or O-level.

Minimum Entry Requirements – A-level/AS-level-O-level
	Programme
	Admission probable
	Mathematics
	English

	BCom (Financial Accounting, 

Financial Accounting & Law, Information Systems, PPE)

BCom (Economics & Law)

BCom (Management Studies)


	53
	A-level D or

AS-level C or

Add Maths
	A-level E or

AS-level D or

O-level B 

	BCom (Economics & Finance, 

Economics & Statistics)


	53
	A-level D or

AS-level C 
	A-level E or

AS-level D or

O-level B 

	BBusSc (Management Studies)
	55
	A-level D or

AS-level C symbol
	A-level E or

AS-level D or

O-level B 

	BBusSc / BCom

Actuarial Science/ Quantitative Finance 
	56
	AS-level A 
	AS-level C or

AS-level C or

O-level A 

	BBusSc / BCom

Actuarial Science/ Quantitative Finance
	60
	A-level A 
	A-level C or

A-level C or

O-level A 


* These points are a guideline.  Each candidate will be assessed individually depending on the combination of A and AS-level subjects.

(ii) HIGCSE and IGCSE applicants

A minimum of 4 HIGCSE subjects must be scored and the best of the relevant IGCSE subjects to have a total of 6 subjects.  Each subject can only be counted once at HIGCSE or at IGCSE.  Only Grades 1, 2 or 3 are acceptable for HIGCSE and Grades A, B or C for IGCSE.  Points for English and Mathematics must be doubled.  A Grade 4 and below on HIGCSE is not accepted.

Minimum Entry Requirements – HIGCSE and IGCSE

	Programme
	Minimum Points Required
	Mathematics
	English

	BCom (Financial Accounting) 

BCom (Fin Accounting & Law) 

BCom (Information Systems),

BCom (PPE)  

BCom (Economics & Law)

BCom (Management Studies)
	53
	HIGCSE level

Grade 1 to 3 

IGCSE: B
	HIGCSE level

Grade 1 to 3 



	BCom (Economics & Finance, Economics & Statistics)
	53
	HIGCSE level

Grade 1 to 3  


	HIGCSE level

Grade 1 to 3 



	BBusSc(Management Studies)
	55
	HIGCSE level
Grade 1 to 3 at 
	HIGCSE level

Grade 1 to 3 



	Actuarial Science / Quantitative Finance

BBusSc/BCom
	56
	HIGCSE level 

Grade 1  
	HIGCSE level

Grade 1 to 3 




(4)
International Baccalaureate (IB) Applicants 

An applicant must hold the IB diploma and not the certificate and should have at least 3 HL subjects plus 3 SL subjects, 2 of which must be Mathematics and English.  The minimum requirements are as follows:

· at least Grade 4 Higher Level (HL) Mathematics or Grade 5 Standard Level (SL) Mathematics

· Mathematical Studies is not accepted

· English at Standard Level 5

· For Actuarial Science: Grade 7 at HL Mathematics and Grade 5 at HL English or Grade 7 SL English

· Minimum points required as outlined the following table, with English and Mathematics doubled
Minimum Entry Requirements – IB Diploma

	Programme
	Minimum Points Required

	BCom (Financial Accounting) 

Bcom (Financial Accounting & Law) 

Bcom (Information Systems),

Bcom (PPE)  

Bcom (Economics & Law)

Bcom (Economics & Finance, 

Economics & Statistics)

Bcom (Management studies)
	53



	BbusSc(Management Studies)
	55

	Actuarial Science / Quantitative Finance

BbusSc/Bcom
	60


(5) Applicants holding SAT Results

	SAT I
	SAT I score of 1050 or more with sub minima of 500 for both the Verbal and Mathematics scores; or 

	SAT II
	SAT II score of 1050 or more for English and one of Physics or Chemistry with sub minimum of 500 for either the English or the Physics or the Chemistry scores


(6) Abitur

Applicant performance on the Abitur is assessed using the following points table:

Umrechnungstabelle/conversion table (grades to percentages)

At least a ‘GUT’ for Mathematics and English

	Point Range
	% Range

	15
	sehr gut
	100-95

	14
	
	94-90

	13
	
	89-85

	12
	gut
	84-80

	11
	
	79-75

	10
	
	74-70

	9
	befriedigend
	69-65

	8
	
	64-60

	7
	
	59-55

	6
	ausreichend
	54-50

	5
	
	49-45

	4
	
	44-40


(7)  Transferring Applicants

Transferring applicants wishing to transfer to the Commerce Faculty (both from within and outside UCT) will be considered with regard to:

· meeting the minimum school subject requirements for Commerce

· meeting the minimum points requirement used for entry to Commerce

· National Benchmark Test results

· post school academic record:

· it is unlikely that students who have failed one or more courses will be accepted

· particular attention will be given to courses relevant to the Commerce Faculty and to the proposed programme(s)

Entrance examinations may be required to continue in certain disciplines.  Please refer to the Commerce website or contact the Faculty Office.

(8) Additional admission criteria for proceeding to senior years in programmes containing Law

Successful completion of the prescribed standard work load and an average of 65% at the first attempt is required for the year/s prior to the year including the RDL courses.  The rationale is that clear evidence of an ability to succeed in all subjects in the initial year’s indicates a good probability of coping with an increased workload and possibly higher expectations in the following years.

In line with the Faculty’s redress and diversity goals, Black, Chinese, coloured and Indian South Africans (citizens and permanent resident) applicants may, at the discretion of the Faculty of law, be admitted into the programme with an average of less than 65%, but not lower than 60%.
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