PROGRAMMES IN THE FACULTY OF ENGINEERING AND THE BUILT ENVIRONMENT

Admission Requirements for 2012 

These are the guidelines for applicants who are writing, or have written, the South African National Senior Certificate (NSC). Places are limited and offers will be made with a view to securing the academically strongest applicants while meeting equity targets. 
(a) Calculating the EBE Admission Point Score (APS)
The EBE APS is a score out of 100, with the NSC and NBT each contributing 50 points. Using the percentages obtained for the six NSC subjects, the NSC total out of 600 is reduced to a sub-total out of 50. Using the three percentages obtained on the NBT, the NBT total out of 300 is reduced to a sub-total out of 50. The sub-total for the NSC and the sub-total for the NBT together give a total out of 100 which is the APS. If Mathematics Paper 3 was passed, up to 3 points will be added to the APS total. The actual mark to be added for Mathematics Paper 3 will be determined by multiplying the Mathematics Paper 3 percentage achieved, by 0.03. 

EBE APS =  0.5 x %NSC + 0.5 x %NBT + 0.03 x % Maths 3 
Where:

NSC total = sum of the percentages obtained for the six qualifying subjects (600 maximum)

NBT total = sum of the percentages obtained for the three NBT subjects (300 maximum)

% Maths 3 = the percentage obtained for Mathematics Paper 3 (100 maximum)

(b) Programme-specific subject requirements for the NSC 
Architectural Studies 

Score English, and Mathematics or Physical Science, and the next four best subjects. 

Construction Studies, Engineering (all programmes) and Geomatics 

Score English, Mathematics, Physical Science and the next three best subjects 

Property Studies 

Score English, Mathematics and the next four best subjects 

(c) Admission to the Architectural Studies Programme 
The minimum admission requirements are shown in the table below. Selection is based on the ranked BAS Application Score obtained from the average of the EBE Admission Points Score and the score (%) obtained for the BAS Application Portfolio – taking into consideration equity targets. 

(d) Admission to the Construction Studies, Engineering, Geomatics, and Property Studies 
Programmes 
The minimum admission requirements, by Department, are shown in the table below. A conditional offer of a place in one of the Programmes may be made to an applicant on the basis of recent school examinations and NBT results – if available – at any time between the receipt of the application and the publication of the NSC results. This offer will then be converted into an unconditional offer if the applicant achieves similar (or better) results in the final examinations. Note that offers for the limited places are made on a competitive basis taking into account Faculty equity targets. Offers could be for the Extended Programme, ASPECT (see below). 

(e) Additional information 
Academic Support Programme for Engineering in Cape Town (ASPECT) 

The Academic Support Programme for Engineering in Cape Town (ASPECT) is designed for South African students from an educationally disadvantaged background studying Engineering or Geomatics who have obtained the NSC endorsed for degree studies or the Senior Certificate with matriculation exemption. The Programme provides an environment that is responsive to the student’s educational background. The curriculum is planned so that the degree should take five years to complete. 

National Benchmark Tests (NBTs) 

All applicants normally resident in South Africa must write the NBTs in Academic Literacy, Quantitative Literacy and Mathematics, the results of which will be used in the calculation of the EBE Admission Points Score. NBT results will also be used for placement (e.g. on the basis of NBT results we may offer an applicant a place in ASPECT). If you are unable to write the NBT as part of the application process, please contact the Faculty Office so that alternative arrangements can be made for you. 

Mathematics Paper 3 

Taking Mathematics Paper 3 as part of the NSC is not compulsory but it will benefit the applicant. 

(f) How to assess your chances of admission 
Criteria for candidates writing the NSC 

	Standard Programmes
	Minimum requirements to  be eligible for admission  in 2012
	Probable/likely offer level

(this will be determined by the size and strength of the applicant pool)

	Architectural Studies
	NSC

EBE APS of 58 

Mathematics or Physical Science: 50%

NBT scores of intermediate for AL, QL and Mathematics

BAS Portfolio weighted 50%
	Redress categories

58 EBE APS Points 

Mathematics or Physical Science ≥ 50%

BAS Portfolio weighted 50%

	
	
	Open category and International applicants

Offers for the limited places are made on a competitive basis taking into account Faculty equity targets

	Construction Studies
	NSC

EBE APS of 50 

Mathematics: 65%

Physical Science: 55%

NBT scores of intermediate for AL, QL and Mathematics
	Redress categories

50 EBE APS Points

Mathematics ≥ 65%

Physical Science ≥ 55%

	
	
	Open category and International applicants

70 EBE APS Points

Mathematics ≥ 65%

Physical Science ≥ 55%

	Engineering 

(all programmes)
	NSC

EBE APS of 65

Mathematics: 75%

Physical Science: 65%

NBT scores of intermediate for AL, QL and Mathematics
	Redress categories

65 EBE APS Points

Mathematics ≥ 75%

Physical Science ≥ 65%

	
	
	Open category and International applicants

75 EBE APS Points

Mathematics ≥ 80%

Physical Science ≥ 70%

	Geomatics 
	NSC

EBE APS of 60

Mathematics: 70%

Physical Science: 60%

NBT scores of intermediate for AL, QL and Mathematics
	Redress categories

60 EBE APS Points

Mathematics ≥ 70%

Physical Science ≥ 60%

	
	
	Open category and International applicants

70 EBE APS Points

Mathematics ≥ 75%

Physical Science ≥ 65%

	Property Studies
	NSC

EBE APS of 50

Mathematics: 65%

NBT scores of intermediate for AL, QL and Mathematics

	Redress categories

50 EBE APS Points

Mathematics ≥65%

	
	
	Open category and International applicants

70 EBE APS Points

Mathematics ≥ 65%

	Extended Programmes

	ASPECT

Engineering 


	NSC

EBE APS of 55

Mathematics ≥75%

Physical Science ≥ 60%

NBT scores of intermediate for AL, QL and Mathematics

	Redress categories

55 EBE APS Points

Mathematics ≥75%

Physical Science ≥ 60%



	ASPECT

Geomatics
	NSC

EBE APS of 55

Mathematics ≥70%

Physical Science ≥ 60%

NBT scores of intermediate for AL, QL and Mathematics

	Redress categories

55 EBE APS Points

Mathematics ≥70%

Physical Science ≥ 60%




Criteria for candidates writing international school leaving examinations

A or AS-levels (University of Cambridge or equivalent)

HIGCSE

International Baccalaureate

Note 1: A pass in English Language is required at A-level, O-level, Baccalaureate or other equivalent level

Note 2: Full Matriculation Exemption is a requirement applicable to all applicants

Note 3: Applicants with only O-Level and/or IGCSE subjects are not eligible for admission

	Bachelor of Architectural Studies
	A-level 
at least D in two A-level subjects and at least C at O-level for Mathematics or Physical Science

AS-level 
at least C in four AS-level subjects and at least C at O-level for Mathematics or Physical Science

HIGCSE

grade 3 pass at HIGCSE level or at least a grade C pass at IGCSE level for Mathematics or Physical Science

International Baccalaureate

full IB Diploma with at least Grade 4 for Mathematics or Physical Science at subsidiary level

All applicants must submit a written motivation and a portfolio of creative work. Details are available on the additional BAS Application Form 8 obtainable from the University’s  Admissions Office



	Bachelor of Science

in Construction Studies
	A-level 
· at least two D symbols, one of which must be in Mathematics; and

· at least C at O-level for Physical Science/Physics or Chemistry

AS-level 
· at least D for Mathematics and at least B in three other AS-level subjects and 

· at least C at O-level for Physical Science/Physics or Chemistry

HIGCSE

level 2 passes in at least four HIGCSE subjects including Mathematics and Physical Science

International Baccalaureate

full IB Diploma with at least a Grade 5 pass at SL or a Grade 4 pass at HL for each of the subjects Mathematics and Physics or Chemistry  

Note: Mathematical Studies is not acceptable



	Bachelor of Science in Property Studies


	A-level 
at least two D symbols at A-level, one of which must be in Mathematics

AS-level 
at least D for Mathematics and at least B in three other AS-level subjects

HIGCSE

Level 2 passes in at least four HIGCSE subjects including Mathematics

International Baccalaureate

the full IB Diploma with at least a Grade 5 pass at SL or a Grade 4 pass at HL for Mathematics 

Note: Mathematical Studies is not acceptable



	Bachelor of Science in Engineering 

in

Chemical, Civil, 

Electro-Mechanical,

Mechanical 


	A-level 
· at least C in O-level English; and

· at least B in Mathematics at A-level AND either B in A-level Chemistry and a pass with at least B in O-level Physics; or

· B in A-level Physics and a pass with at least B in O-level Chemistry

AS-level 
· at least C for O-level English; and 

· at least A for Mathematics and Physical Science and two B symbols at AS-level; or

· without Physical Science: at least A for Mathematics; and A for either Physics or Chemistry; and B for the other (Physics or Chemistry), plus one other B symbol

HIGCSE

At least four HIGCSE subjects with a level 1 pass in both Mathematics and Physical Science 

International Baccalaureate

the full IB Diploma with at least two Grade 6 passes at SL and two Grade 5 passes at HL for each of the subjects Mathematics, Physics and Chemistry

Note: Mathematical Studies is not acceptable



	Bachelor of Science in Engineering 

in

Electrical, Electrical and Computer, Mechatronics 

and 

Bachelor of Science in Geomatics
	A-level 
· at least C for O-level English; and 

· at least B for Mathematics at A-level AND B for A-level Physics

AS-level 

· at least C for O-level English ;and 

· A for two AS-level subjects including Mathematics and Physical Science/Physics plus two B symbols at AS-level for two other subjects

HIGCSE

At least four HIGCSE subjects with a level 1 pass in both Mathematics and Physical Science

International Baccalaureate

full IB Diploma with at least two Grade 6 passes at SL and two Grade 5 passes at HL for each of the subjects Mathematics and Physics

Note: Mathematical Studies is not acceptable




