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UNIVERSITY OF CAPE TOWN
FACULTY OF HUMANITIES
DRAFT UNDERGRADUATE ADMISSION CRITERIA FOR 2012
Admission requirements and the calculation of points
All applicants writing the National Senior Certificate must obtain the NSC with endorsement for degree studies (or endorsement for diploma studies where this is the programme of choice).  Applicants who completed the Senior Certificate need to have obtained matriculation exemption to be eligible for consideration for degree programs. Matriculation exemption is not required for diploma programmes.

For applicants writing the National Senior Certificate, and for those who wrote the Senior Certificate in the past, an Admissions Point rating system (APS) is used which assigns points to subjects passed, as indicated in the tables below. Admissions points are allocated to English, and the next five best subjects (excluding Life Orientation). 

Specific subject requirements: All applicants must have achieved a minimum of 50% (subject level 4) for English. For applicants completing the National Senior Certificate, Life Orientation must be passed at level 4, but is not included in the points calculation.

National Benchmark Tests (NBT) 
All applicants to the University of Cape Town who are normally resident in South Africa must write the NBT tests. The National Benchmark Tests consist of three tests written as a combined Academic Literacy (AL) and Quantitative Literacy (QL) test and a separate Mathematics test. The combined Academic and Quantitative Literacy Test is a three hour test which consists of an Academic Literacy (AL) section and a Quantitative Literacy (QL) section.  The results of the two sections of the test are reported separately.  Applicants to the Humanities faculty need only write the first combined test and not the Mathematics test The NBT scores are used to complement the APS score in making admissions decisions.  As the NBT assesses entry-level academic proficiency, an applicant with a Low Intermediate or Basic score on the Academic Literacy portion of the NBT will not  normally be considered for admission to degree studies in the Faculty of Humanities.  The results of the Quantitative Literacy (QL) section are usually only used for entry into programmes that have Psychology, Economics, or any other course which has quantitative requirements as part of the curriculum.  
The NBT test is also used as a placement indicator to identify applicants in need of language development courses, or other additional academic support; and an indicator, along with the APS score, of eligibility for an early offer or an Entrance Scholarship.
South African applicants will usually not be considered until an NBT score is available.  Applicants who are unable to write the NBT test during the scheduled sessions in the year preceding admission (for example an applicant who is out of the country on a gap year) may be made a conditional offer on the basis of excellent results, on condition that the NBT test is written, and results available, prior to Orientation and registration.  No Entrance Scholarship will be awarded without an NBT score.
Selection Procedures
Applications are usually considered only when two sets of internal examination results (or the final school-leaving results) AND the NBT score are available.  

Extended degree programmes

An applicant who does not meet the minimum stipulated criteria for the Faculty general degrees may be eligible for consideration for a place in the Extended BA or BSocSc degree programmes, which are four year programmes. Although applicants who feel they meet the criteria for the extended program may apply directly for consideration, the Faculty may also identify suitable applicants from the mainstream pool if they do not meet the admission point requirements for the programme applied for, but their application information indicates the potential to succeed with additional support.  Applicants are considered on the basis of their performance in the NBT tests, APS score and on educational background. The extended programmes are intended for applicants in the redress categories.    A written motivation may be required before offers are made for these programmes. Applicants may be offered a place in one of the Extended Programmes if:

(1) the APS and/or NBT scores indicate a reasonable success rate in a programme of this nature (for the NBT AL score no Basic scores will be accepted);

(2) in the case of a programme with Economics the applicant’s Maths result is adequate, or  in the case of a programme with Psychology, the applicant’s Maths result or QL score is adequate.
Performing and Creative Arts

For programmes in the Performing and Creative Arts, in addition to the selection process as detailed above , and admission points requirements listed in the relevant table,  the selection process includes the assessment of a portfolio or audition as described below.  Applicants are encouraged to liaise with the department concerned for assistance in preparing for such audition or portfolio. 

Fine Art: In addition to the general UCT application (which must be submitted to the central Admissions Office), applicants must submit a portfolio of their work to the Michaelis School of Fine Art.  A portfolio should consist of at least 10 pieces of work (either originals or good colour photographs) that show evidence of observational skill and creative engagement.  Additional information, and advice on preparing the portfolio, are available by contacting the School, or visiting their website.  The Selection Panel grades and ranks the portfolios and makes a recommendation to the Faculty.  The Faculty Office matches the portfolio recommendation with the APS and NBT scores – applicants  must have both an acceptable APS score AND portfolio recommendation to be made an offer.  As long as the APS score is above the cut off, the portfolio recommendation is the leading indicator. 
Theatre and Performance: The Selection Panel auditions applicants and identifies the best audition performances.  Auditions are conducted in two rounds.  In the first round, individual auditions are held where the focus is on the applicant’s skills and abilities.  In the second round, short-listed applicants are recalled for a group audition where the focus is on applicants’ ability to work in a group context with others, and consideration is given to the composition of the class as a whole.  Under certain circumstances an offer may be made after only one audition if in the opinion of the examiners, the audition merits immediate acceptance. The top candidates are recommended to the Faculty Office. Other acceptable auditionees are wait-listed in rank order to be considered later if offers are turned down.  Applicants are also asked to submit an essay which is used as an additional indicator of an applicant’s writing ability alongside the NBT score.  Depending on the APS score and NBT, the Faculty Office makes an offer of a place in either the degree or diploma programme to these applicants.  As long as the APS score is above the cut off, the leading indicator is the audition performance.
Dance: The Selection Panel auditions and selects applicants.  Recommendations are made to the Faculty Office.  Depending on the APS score and NBT, the Faculty Office may make an offer of a place in either the degree or diploma programme.  As long as the APS score is above the cut off, the leading indicator is the audition performance.
Music: The SACM Selection Panels audition applicants and thereafter the HoD will make recommendations to the Faculty Office.  Depending on the APS score and performance in the NBT, the Faculty Office makes offers to those applicants recommended by the Selection Panels for either the degree or diploma programme, depending on the APS scores and NBT scores.  As long as the APS score is above the cut off, the leading indicator is the audition performance.
Admission to programmes in the Humanities in 2012 

Admission Criteria

For candidates with the NSC

	General degree programmes

	Programme
	Stream
	Minimum requirements for eligibility in 2012 (candidates in the redress categories who do not meet these minimum requirements may be considered for admission in an Extended programme.  In such cases, an additional letter of motivation may be requested).
	Probable offer level (depending on capacity, this is the level at which we are highly likely to make offers for admission in 2012)

	BA and        B Soc Sc
	BA and BSocSc (majors other than Economics or Psychology)

AND

BA Film & Media Production
	NSC endorsed for degree study with  English 50%

APS of 380 (63%)

AL score Upper Intermediate
	Redress1 categories

APS of 390 (65%)

	
	
	
	Open category

APS of 410 (68%)

	
	
	
	International applicants 

APS of 410 (68%) 

	
	BA and BSocSc (majoring in Psychology)

See ‘Entry into specific courses’. 


	NSC endorsed for degree study with  English 50%

APS of 410 (68%)

AL score Upper Intermediate

QL score of 69% or NSC Maths 50%
	Redress categories

APS of 420 (70%)

	
	
	
	Open category 

APS of 440 (73%)

	
	
	
	International applicants

APS of 440 (73%)

	
	BA and BSocSc (majoring in Economics) 

See ‘Entry into specific courses’
	NSC endorsed for degree study with  English 50%

APS of 390 (65%)


AL score Upper Intermediate

QL score Upper Intermediate

NSC Maths 60%  
	Redress categories

APS of 420 (70%)

	
	
	
	Open category 

APS of 430 (72%)

	
	
	
	International applicants

APS of 460 (77%)

	
	BSocSc in Philosophy, Politics and Economics (PPE)
	NSC endorsed for degree study with  English 50%

APS of 390 (65%)
AL score Upper Intermediate

QL score Upper Intermediate

NSC Maths 60%  
	Redress categories

APS of 430 (72%)

	
	
	
	Open category

APS of 430 (72%)

	
	
	
	International applicants

APS of 440 (73%)

	BSW

Bachelor of Social Work
	NSC endorsed for degree study with  English 50%

APS of 360 (60%)

AL score Lower Intermediate
	Redress categories

APS of 370 (62%) 

	
	
	Open category

APS of 380 (63%)

	
	
	International applicants

APS of 380 (63%)

	Bachelor of Music
	NSC endorsed for degree study with  English 50%

APS of 380 (63%)

AL score Lower Intermediate

NSC Music 60% or Unisa Grade V Theory and Grade VII Practical

Successful audition
	Redress categories

APS of 380 (63%)

	
	
	Open category

APS of 380 (63%)

	
	
	International applicants

APS of 380 (63%)

	Bachelor of Music (Dance)
	NSC endorsed for degree study with  English 50%
APS of 380 (63%)
AL score Lower Intermediate
Successful audition
In the case of classical ballet the candidate must provide a Royal Academic of Dance or Cecchetti Society Intermediate certificate;  or the candidate must provide a certified statement from a registered professional, accredited dance academic or school of at least three years of formal training in African Dance or Contemporary Dance; or must hold a qualification that is deemed equivalent by the HoD.
	Redress categories

APS of 380 (63%)

	
	
	Open category  

APS of 380 (63%)

	
	
	International applicants

APS of 380 (63%)

	BA in Fine Art 
	NSC endorsed for degree study with  English 50%

APS of 380 (63%)

AL score Lower Intermediate

Assessment of artistic competence by submission of portfolio 
	Redress categories

APS of 380 (63%)

Portfolio graded “A/B+”  

	
	
	Open category

APS of 380 (63%)

Portfolio graded “A”  

	
	
	International applicants

APS of 380 (63%) 

Portfolio graded “A”  

	BA in Theatre and Performance
	NSC endorsed for degree study with  English 50%3

APS of 380 (63%)

AL score Lower Intermediate

Successful audition
	Redress categories

APS of 380 (63%)

	
	
	Open category

APS of 380 (63%)

	
	
	International applicants

APS of 380 (63%)

	Music Diploma programmes (other than opera)
	NSC endorsed for diploma studies

NSC English 50%2

Successful audition 

NSC Music 60% or Unisa Grade V Theory and Grade VII Practical


	Redress categories

As per Minimum requirements



	
	
	Open category

As per Minimum requirements



	
	
	International applicants

As per Minimum requirements



	Performer’s Diploma in  Opera
	NSC endorsed for diploma studies

NSC English 50%2

Successful audition 


	Redress categories

As per Minimum requirements



	
	
	Open category

As per Minimum requirements



	
	
	International applicants

As per Minimum requirements



	Dance Teacher’s Diploma


	NSC endorsed for diploma studies

NSC English 50%

Successful audition

In the case of classical ballet the candidate must provide a Royal Academic of Dance or Cecchetti Society Intermediate certificate;  or the candidate must provide a certified statement from a registered professional, accredited dance academic or school of at least three years of formal training in African Dance or Contemporary Dance; or must hold a qualification that is deemed equivalent by the HoD.
	Redress category

As per Minimum requirements



	
	
	Open category

As per Minimum requirements



	
	
	International applicants

As per Minimum requirements



	Performer’s Diploma in Theatre
	NSC endorsed for diploma studies 

NSC English 50%A
Successful audition
	Redress categories 

As per Minimum requirements



	
	
	Open category

As per Minimum requirements



	
	
	International applicants

As per Minimum requirements




	Extended programmes  
(only candidates in the redress categories are eligible for consideration for an extended programme)

	Programme
	Minimum requirements for eligibility in 2012 
	Probable offer level (depending on capacity, this is the level at which we are highly likely to make offers for admission in 2012)

	Bachelor of Fine Art

(Foundation programme) 
	NSC endorsed for degree study with  English 50%

APS of 350 (58%)

AL score Lower Intermediate

Assessment of artistic competence by submission of portfolio
	NSC endorsed for degree study with  English 50%

APS of 350 (58%)

AL score Lower Intermediate

Portfolio graded A/B+

	Bachelor of Music

(Foundation programme) 
	NSC endorsed for degree study with  English 50%

APS of 350 (58%)

AL score Lower Intermediate

NSC Music 60% or Unisa Grade V Theory and Grade VII Practical

Successful audition
	NSC endorsed for degree study with  English 50%

APS of 350 (58%)

AL score Lower Intermediate

NSC Music 60% or Unisa Grade V Theory and Grade VII Practical

Successful audition

	BA/B SocSc Extended programme
	 with majors other than Economics or Psychology
	NSC endorsed for degree study with  English 50%

APS of 350 (58%)

AL score Lower Intermediate
	NSC endorsed for degree study with  English 50%

APS of 360 (60%)

AL score Upper Intermediate

	
	 with major in Psychology


	NSC endorsed for degree study with  English 50%

NSC Maths 50% and/or QL score Lower Intermediate

APS of 350 (58%)

AL score Lower Intermediate 
	NSC endorsed for degree study with  English 50%

NSC Maths 50% and/or QL score Upper Intermediate

APS of 360 (60%)

AL score Upper Intermediate

	
	 with majors in Economics


	NSC endorsed for degree study with  English 50%

NSC Maths 50% and/or QL score Lower Intermediate

APS of 350 (58%)

AL score Lower Intermediate
	NSC endorsed for degree study with  English 50%

NSC Maths 50% and/or Upper Intermediate

APS of 360 (60%)

AL score Upper Intermediate


1. Redress Categories: If you are in a category we judge to have been affected by inequality and disadvantage, you could expect to be offered with results/APS as listed here.

2. The Director of the College of Music may motivate for consideration of other qualifications or experience in place of this requirement 

3. The Head of Department of Drama may motivate for consideration of other qualifications or experience in place of this requirement 
Admission Criteria

For candidates international school leaving qualifications

To be considered for admission, applicants with international school-leaving qualifications must qualify for a matriculation exemption certificate from the Matriculation Board and meet the Faculty entry requirements as stipulated below.  Points are calculated to the applicant’s advantage, e.g. a combination of A levels, AS levels and O levels can be used for calculating points.  Please note that the subjects and points score where specified below are the minimum entrance requirements and do not guarantee admission. Each applicant will be assessed individually.  Applicants with school leaving qualifications others than those listed below will be considered individually on merit.

A-, AS- and O-Level (University of Cambridge) 

· At least 32 APS points

· For the major in Economics: 37 APS points and Mathematics A-level D or AS-level C or Add Maths

International Baccalaureate (IB) 

· At least 32 APS points 

· English (at least at SL) 

· Applicants must be in possession of the Diploma and not the Certificate of the IB. 

· For the major in Economics: 37 APS points and Mathematics HL 4 or SL 5

HIGCSE and IGCSE

· At least 32 APS points

· For the major in Economics: 37 APS points and Mathematics HIGSCE 3 or IGCSE B

	Specific entrance requirements: Introduction to Psychology Part I (PSY1004F):

	
	

	.1.
	First-time entry students (students who have not previously attended a tertiary institution):

	1.1.
	Students in named degrees/programmes
The Department of Psychology will admit first-time entry students to PSY1004F who are registered for named degrees in the Faculties of Humanities, Commerce, Science, and Health Sciences, provided the subject required for that named degree/programme. Students admitted to PSY1004F in this category will not necessarily have access to all PSY courses. Students who do not meet the criteria stipulated in the table under 1.2 may not major in Psychology. 

	1.2.
	.Students in general degrees
Only students who have either
(1) 490+ Matric points (SC) and 69% on the NBT QL/QLT or at least Maths (HG) 50%;  (SC); or
(2) 460+ NSC points and 69% on the NBT QL/QLT or at least 50%;  on Maths (NSC)
have unconditional access to PSY1004F. 
Students who do not meet these requirements may be allowed into PSY1004F via the routes set out in the table below.
Matric points (SC)
National Senior Certificate (NSC)
NBT QL/
QLT score*
Access to PSY1004F
490+
460+
69%
Unconditional access to PSY1004F
490+
460+
60-68%
Registration for MAM1014F and MAM1016S concurrent with PSY1004F and PSY1005S
490+
460+
Below 60%
MAM1014F and MAM1016S as a prerequisite for PSY1004F and PSY1005S
40-42
460-489

37-39
430-459

At least 60% 
Entry on to the waiting list and access in competition with other candidates
below 460
Below 430
At least 60% 
Access at the discretion of the HOD
Extended BSocSc Degree Programme
Registration for MAM1014F and MAM1016S concurrent with PSY1006F and PSY1007S in the first year


	
	*Entry of candidates who have achieved a D (or higher) on Maths HG (SC) or 4 (or higher) on Maths NSC is not subject to the NBT QL/QLT criterion, but only to number of SC or NSC points. Students who completed Maths Literacy (NSC) are subject to the NBT QL/QLT criterion. 


2.
Returning students:
Humanities students who were unable to gain admission to PSY1004F in a previous year of study will be admitted to PSY1004F only if they passed six semester courses in the year of study immediately preceding, as well as meeting the mathematics requirements set out in the table above. Humanities students registered prior to 2009 who were unable to gain admission to PSY1001W due to insufficient points or university credits may be admitted to PSY1004F at the discretion of the Head of Department. Returning students from other faculties will not be admitted, unless PSY1004F is required for programme or major purposes. 
3.
Transferring students:
Transferring students must satisfy the mathematics entrance requirement set out above, as well as the requirement for UCT returning students, ie must have passed at least the equivalent of 6 semester courses in the most recent prior year of study at the institution they are transferring from.
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