FACULTY OF LAW

ADMISSION REQUIREMENTS

The Faculty cannot admit all those who apply to study law, for applications vastly exceed the available places.  If there are more applicants who meet the admission criteria than there are places, only the best applicants in each category will be made an offer.  
Admission to the four-year undergraduate LLB

Applications are decided on the basis of the applicant’s results in the National Senior Certificate (NSC) or other school-leaving examination, together with the applicant’s results in the Academic Literacy and Quantitative Literacy components of the National Benchmark Tests (NBTs).  These results are used both in deciding whether to admit students, and in deciding whether students be made an offer on the four-year ‘main stream’ or on the five-year Academic Development (ADP) LLB programme.  Applicants whose NBT results indicate that there is a reasonable prospect that they may succeed in their studies, if additional support is provided, will be offered a place on the academic development programme.  The five-year ADP stream differs from the four-year main stream only in that the first year of the ‘main stream’ programme is taught over two years rather than one year, and additional support is provided to students during the first two years of study.  The reason this is done is to provide students who have the potential to succeed in their university studies, but whose schooling has not fully prepared them for the transition from school to university studies, with the best possible opportunity to succeed in their LLB studies. 

Calculating the Admission Points Score (APS)

Applicants’ NSC results are converted into Admission Point Scores (APS), based on the percentage obtained in each subject.  The APS is out of 600, and the score is derived by calculating the applicant’s average across the six best subjects, excluding life orientation.  Admission in the open category is probable if applicants achieve an average of 80%+, in the redress categories if applicants achieve an average of 75%+, and in the international category if applicants achieve an average of 85%+.  As a general rule, no more than ten international applicants will be accepted into the undergraduate LLB programme.

The National Benchmark Test

All South African school-leavers applying for admission to UCT are required to write the National Benchmark Test (NBT) in Academic Literacy (AL) and Quantitative Literacy (QL).  The results of the NBTs are used for both admission and placement purposes.  Applicants who meet the APS but whose NBT results are below the ‘proficient’ range in AL and the ‘intermediate’ range in QL will generally not be admitted to the undergraduate LLB degree.
Academic Development Programme

Applicants in the redress categories who meet the minimum APS and NBT admission criteria, but who score less than 75% in the AL component of the NBT, may be offered a place on the five-year academic development programme.  The programme can accommodate approximately twenty students each year, and admission to the programme is made on a competitive basis.
Admission criteria for applicants holding the National Senior Certificate

	
	Minimum requirements for
eligibility in 2012
	Probable/likely offer level
(this will be determined by the size and the strength of the applicant pool)

	LLB
	NSC

APS OF 420 (70%)

NBT

AL (Proficient at 75%)

QL (Intermediate)
	Redress categories

APS of 450 (75%)

	
	
	Open category

APS of 480 (80%)

	
	
	International applicants

APS of 510 (85%)


	
	Minimum requirements for
eligibility in 2012
	Probable/likely offer level
(this will be determined by the size and the strength of the applicant pool)

	LLB

(Academic

Development

Programme)
	NSC

APS of 420 (70%)

NBT

AL (65%)

QL (Intermediate)
	NSC

APS of 420 (70%)

NBT

AL (70 - 74%)

QL (Intermediate)


International applicants and South African applicants with international qualifications
The Law Faculty will admit South African applicants with international school leaving qualifications if satisfied that the applicant’s performance is the equivalent of the performance of students admitted on the basis of their NSC results.  It is not always possible to do an exact conversion, but as a rule of thumb South African applicants will be expected to achieve the equivalent of an average of 80% in their final school-leaving results.  For applicants who have written the Cambridge A-levels, this would mean a B in two A-levels and an A in four O-levels.  For applicants who have written the Cambridge AS-levels, this would mean an A in at least four AS-levels.  
Similarly, international applicants with international school leaving qualifications will need to meet the admission benchmark of 85% on their final school-leaving results.  For applicants who have written the Cambridge A-levels, this would mean an A in two A-levels and an A in four 0-levels.  For applicants who have written the Cambridge AS-levels, this would mean an A in at least four AS-levels.  International applicants are however advised that the Law Faculty can admit no more than ten international applicants onto its undergraduate LLB programme, and preference will be given to the applicants with the best results.  

Early offers and scholarships

Conditional offers will usually be made only once two sets of internal school examination results and the NBT results are available.  Conditional offers will only be made final once the final APS and NBT results are available, and provided both the APS and NBT results confirm that the admission criteria have been satisfied.  In exceptional cases, where the applicant is unable to write the NBT and the school results that are available place the applicant in the admission ‘probable’ APS range, a conditional offer may be made on the basis of the APS results alone.  The applicant will however still be required to write the NBTs before the offer is made final, and the last opportunity to do so will be at UCT during orientation week.  

Early offers, whether conditional or final, of entrance scholarships will only be made where both the APS and NBT results are available.  

Admission to the combined Law and Humanities or Law and Commerce LLB streams
Applicants to the Humanities and Commerce Faculties must meet the admission requirements of those Faculties. Students who wish to do a combined degree begin taking law subjects in their second year of study. Students are not automatically permitted to do law subjects however.

In order to gain admission to the law stream of the BA/BSocSc or BCom degrees, candidates must have achieved sufficient points in the National Senior Certificate and National Benchmark Tests for admission to the four-year undergraduate LLB OR must have passed all their courses in their first year on a first sitting and have obtained an average of at least 65% in a standard first year programme (ie 8 semester courses). 

In order to gain admission to the law stream of the BBusSc degree, candidates must have achieved sufficient points  in the National Senior Certificate and National Benchmark Tests for admission to the four-year undergraduate LLB OR must have passed all their courses and have obtained an average of at least 65% by the end of the second year of their BBusSc degree. 

The 65% average is calculated on a first sitting of each course. A student must pass the examination requirement in all of the above at the first attempt. Results in supplementary examinations are not included when calculating the average but the results of deferred examinations are included. 

Once students have completed their Humanities or Commerce degrees with law subjects, they must apply to the Law Faculty for admission to the LLB degree. Applicants who complete their first degree at UCT will be admitted into the LLB degree subject to a place being available. If there are more applicants who meet the admission criteria than there are places, offers will be made on a competitive basis taking into account the university’s policy of redress and diversity. Applicants who complete their first degree at UCT will be given preference over students who complete their first degree at another institution.

Admission to the three-year postgraduate LLB 

An applicant can only be admitted to this stream if he or she is a graduate of UCT or of another university or institution recognised by Senate.  Students enter this stream after having completed a bachelor’s degree without law subjects.  The advantage of this route over the combined route is that candidates obtain a broad education in the Humanities, Commerce or Sciences.  Applicants must obtain an average of at least 60% in a standard undergraduate degree in order to be admitted to the postgraduate LLB.  The applicant’s results on a first sitting are used in calculating the average.  As such, the results of supplementary examinations are not included but the results of deferred examinations are included.  Students with an average of less than 60% will not normally be admitted, but the Faculty may in its discretion admit students whom it believes nevertheless show the potential to succeed in their LLB studies.  In exercising its discretion, the Faculty will consider the applicant’s academic performance in the non-law subjects, and will once again take account of the university’s policy of redress and diversity.

Post-graduate applicants and National Benchmark Tests

All postgraduate applicants for either the two-year or three-year LLB who have not previously written the NBTs are required to do so for admission to the LLB.  The NBTs will be used to determine whether a successful applicant be invited to join the academic development programme (ADP).  The invitation may be extended to applicants in the redress categories only.

Transferring students

A UCT student who has not been excluded from another faculty within UCT may be considered for admission to the Faculty of Law for the purpose of taking or completing the LLB degree, provided the applicant satisfies the requirements for admission to the degree programme into which the student would be transferring.  Successful applicants may be granted credits or exemptions or both for courses already studied, up to a maximum of four full courses (or the equivalent).  
A non-UCT student who has not been excluded from another university may be considered for admission to the Faculty of Law, provided the applicant satisfies the requirements for admission to the degree programme into which the student would be transferring.  Successful applicants may be granted credits or exemptions or both for courses already studied, up to a maximum of four full courses (or the equivalent).  Credits and exemptions will only be granted for courses taken at another institution if the Faculty is satisfied that the courses taken elsewhere are substantially equivalent, in both content and standard, to the courses offered at UCT.  Such transferring students will be required to complete the remaining courses prescribed for the degree at this University over a period of not less than two years.
International students

Additional admission requirements for international students may be found in the section International Students elsewhere in this Prospectus.
