FACULTY OF SCIENCE

Admission Requirements for 2012
NSC results are the primary guide for admission to the BSc degree. However, all applicants to the Science Faculty are required to write the NBTs (Academic Literacy, Quantitative Literacy and Mathematics).
(i) Admission criteria for applicants holding the National Senior Certificate (NSC)
Admission to the Faculty of Science requires an applicant to have achieved an APS of  435 points or above (sum of percentages achieved in the best six NSC subjects, including English but excluding Life Orientation; those who pass Mathematics Paper 3 may add an additional 20% of their Mathematics Paper 3 result – maximum 20 points).
Besides taking the NSC results into account for admission, other factors including NBTs, availability of places and educational background will be considered. Applicants with an APS in the range 400 to 435 points, or with ahigher score but who do not meet the mainstream subject requirements (see below) will be considered for the General Entry Programme for Science (GEPS, see below).
General Entry Programme for Science (GEPS)

Admission to the Science Faculty is either directly into a major within the BSc degree, or via the General Entry Programme for Science (GEPS). Students in GEPS register for a year of intensive half-courses in Mathematics, and three from Chemistry, Computer Science, Life/Earth Sciences and Physics. Students then register for a major in their second year. GEPS is run in association with the Academic Development Programme (ADP) and offers students the opportunity to establish a sound educational foundation before proceeding in their second year to their chosen major. The minimum time for a GEPS student to complete the BSc degree is therefore four years. Admission is restricted and is at the discretion of the Dean.

Subject entrance requirements

Besides scoring at least 435 points, applicants must meet subject entrance requirements as set out in the table below, which shows the minimum requirements for admission to the respective majors. Meeting these requirements does not guarantee admission. Admission may be limited due to available capacity.
Admission criteria for applicants holding the National Senior Certificate (NSC)

	
	Minimum requirements to be eligible for admission in 2012
	Probable/likely offer level

(the actual APS level down to which offers are made will be determined by the size and strength of the applicant pool) 

	BSc

Majoring in:

Applied Biology, Applied Mathematics/Astrophysics/

Chemistry/Ecology & Evolution/Geology/Genetics/Human Physiology/Mathematical Statistics/

Mathematics/Microbiology/

Oceanography & Marine Biology/Physics

	NSC
APS of 435 

Mathematics 6 (70%) & 

Physical Science 5 (60%)

NBT in Mathematics, AL & QL to be written 

	Redress categories*

APS 435 

Mathematics 6 (70%) & 

Physical Science 5 (60%)



	
	
	Open category and international applicants with the NSC 

APS of 450 

Mathematics 6 (70%)  

Physical Science 5 (60%)



	BSc

Majoring in:

Business Computing/Computer Engineering/Computer Games Development/Computer Science 
	NSC

APS of 435 

Mathematics 6 (70%)

Physical Science 5 (60%) or Information Technology 5 (60%)

NBT in Mathematics, AL & QL to be written

	Redress categories*

APS 435 

Mathematics 6 (70%) & Physical Science 5 (60%) or Information Technology 5 (60%)



	
	
	Open category and international applicants with the NSC 

APS of 450 

Mathematics 6 (70%) & Physical Science 5 (60%) or Information Technology 5 (60%)



	BSc 

Majoring in:

Archaeology/ Environmental & Geographical Science
	NSC
APS of 435 

Mathematics 6 (70%)  

Physical Science 5 (60%) or Life Sciences 5(60%)

NBT in Mathematics, AL & QL to be written

	Redress categories*

APS 435 

Mathematics 6 (70%) & 

Physical Science 5 (60%)
or Life Sciences 5(60%)



	
	
	Open category and international applicants with the NSC 

APS of 450 

Mathematics 6 (70%)  

Physical Science 5 (60%)
or Life Sciences 5(60%)



	Extended Programme (available to redress categories only)
	

	General Entry Programme for Science (GEPS) 
	NSC
APS 400

Mathematics 5 (60%) and  

Physical Science 4 (50%) or 

Life Sciences 4 (50%)

NBT in Mathematics, AL & QL to be written

	APS of 410 

Mathematics 5 (60%) and 

Physical Science 4 (50%) or 

Life Sciences 4 (50%)

 (The expected APS will depend on the size and strength of the applicant pool.  There are only 90 places in the GEPS programme.) 


If Mathematics Paper 3 is passed with at least 40%, then 20% of the final mark will be added to the APS total (max of 20 bonus points).
*If you are in a category we judge to have been affected by inequality and disadvantage, you could expect to be offered a place with results / APS as listed here.  

(ii) Transferring Students

The Science Faculty requires students wishing to transfer to UCT from elsewhere to have passed at least two full courses (or the equivalent) by the end of the first year of study, or four full courses (or the equivalent) by the end of the second year of study. Please note that normally only those students who have passed more than the minimum number of university courses described above are admitted (students excluded from other tertiary institutions will not be admitted). Students transferring from other universities may receive credit for and exemption from a maximum of four full courses (or the equivalent in half courses) provided that courses passed are recognised as equivalent to those offered at UCT. Senior major courses may not be transferred for credit or exemption. Students will be required to produce details of the courses for which they wish to obtain credit.

(iii) Minimum requirements for applicants with other than South African qualifications

To be considered for admission, applicants must qualify for an exemption from the Matriculation Board (Umalusi). In the case of applicants not writing South African Senior Certificate examinations, offers of places may be made subject to such exemption being obtained.  In addition candidates must meet the following minimum requirements:

A-, AS- and O-Level (University of Cambridge) 

· At least 2 A-level subjects including Mathematics and a Science subject

· At least D for A-level Mathematics, or B for Additional Mathematics at O-Level

· (NOTE: O-Level Mathematics is not acceptable) 
· At least E in Chemistry or Physics or Biology at A-Level. 
· At least 4 AS-level subjects including Maths and a Science subject. Only grades A to D are 
acceptable; the rest can be O-level subjects (grades A to C). 
· At least C for AS-level Maths. 
· At least D in Chemistry or Physics or Biology at AS-level.

International Baccalaureate (IB) 

· At least 30 points (include Extended Essay and Theory of Knowledge score) 
· Three Higher Level (HL) subjects

· Mathematics and a Natural Science subject with at least Grade 4 at HL or at least grade 5 SL 
for Math Method or Mathematics (Mathematics Studies is NOT acceptable)
· English (at least at SL) 
· Applicants must be in possession of the Diploma and not the Certificate of the IB. 
HIGCSE and IGCSE

· At least 4 HIGCSE subjects including English (1st or 2nd language) and Mathematics as well 
as Biology or Physical Science, and at least 1 IGCSE subject.

· Only Grades 1, 2 or 3 are acceptable for HIGCSE. 
· Only Grades A, B and C are acceptable for IGCSE.

Abitur

· At least "Gut" for Mathematics (>70%)
· Grades 1, 2 or 3 for Physics or Chemistry or Biology (>55%)
· English as a 1st or 2nd language subject AICE (Advanced International Certificate of Education)

· The equivalent of 5 full courses

· Grades A-D are considered as passes; only merit or distinction is acceptable
· English, Mathematics and a Science subject are required. 
NOTE: Applicants with only O-Level and/or IGCSE subjects need to complete the first year at a local university, before applying to the University of Cape Town.

If you have not completed Physical Science or Chemistry in your school-leaving examinations, restrictions may be placed on your choice of curriculum.

